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IS ow for a few lines in answer to the foregoing questions.

1.    My personal reaction towards this war is one of
greater horror than ever before. I was not so disconsolate
before as I am today. But the greater horror would prevent
me  today  from  becoming  the  self-appointed  recruiting
sergeant that I had become during the last war. And yet,
strange as it may appear, my sympathies are wholly with the
Allies! Willy nilly this war is resolving itself into one between
such democracy as the West has evolved and totalitarianism
as it is typified in Herr Hitler. Though the part that Russia
is claying is painful, let us hope that the unnatural combi-
nation will result in a happy though unintended fusion
whcse shape no one can foretell. Unless the Allies suffer
demoralization,, of which there is not the slightest indi-
caiion, this war may be used to. end all wars, at any rate
of the virulent type that we see today. I have the hope
that India3 distraught though it is with internal dissensions,
will play an effective part in ensuring the desired end
and the spread of cleaner democracy than hitherto. This
will undoubtedly depend upon how the Working Committee
will ultimately act in the real tragedy that is being played
on the world stage. We are both actors in and spectators
of the drama. My line is cast. Whether I act as a humble
guide of the Working Committee or, if I may use the same
expression without offence, of the Government, my guidance
will be for the deliberate purpose of taking either or both
along the path of non-violence, be the step ever so imper-
ceptible. It is plain that I cannot force the pace either
way. I can only use such power as God may endow my
head or heart with for the moment.

2.    I think I have covered the second question in
answering the first.            *

3.    There are degrees of violence els of non-violence.
The Working Committee has not wilfully departed from
the policy of non-violence. It could not honestly accept
the real implications of non-violence. It felt that the vast
mass of Congressmen had never clearly understood that
in the event of danger from without they were to defend
the country by non-violent means. All that they had learnt